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STILL 

The Posture of the Soul Before the Sovereign God 
A Devotional on Zechariah 2:13 converging with Isaiah 6 

 

Zechariah 2:13 

“Be still before the LORD, all mankind, for he has roused himself from his holy dwelling.” 

 

The Awakening 

There are moments when God uses multiple channels simultaneously—a passage in Scripture, 
a song in worship, a convergence of study streams—to press one truth deeper than any single 
encounter could alone. This is one of those moments. 

Three streams have collided: the prophet Zechariah calling all mankind to holy silence before a 
God who has roused Himself from His dwelling; the vision of Isaiah, undone before the throne, 
his lips seared clean and his mission spoken into the silence; and the Hillsong anthem that has 
been rising in personal worship—“I will be still and know You are God.” 

Each stream carries its own depth. Together they form a river with a single current. And what 
the river is saying is this: 

 

The Convergence 

The most transformative thing that can happen to a human soul is not achievement, not 
accumulation, not argument—it is encounter with the holiness of God. And the posture that 
encounter demands is not eloquence, not activity, but stillness. 

 

The Foundational Text: Zechariah 2:13 with Isaiah 6 

Zechariah 2:13 is a hinge verse. It appears at the end of the third vision—the man with the 
measuring line, the vision of Jerusalem’s future expansion and God’s return to dwell in her 
midst. The visions of judgment and restoration have been accumulating. And then the prophet 
stops everything and issues a universal summons: 

 

Zechariah 2:13 

“Be still before the LORD, all mankind, for he has roused himself from his holy dwelling.” 

 

 

  



The summons has three movements that expand outward: a posture (be still), a scope (all 
mankind), and a reason (He has roused Himself). None of these can be separated from the 
others. The stillness is not meditation for its own sake. The scope is not universalism. The 
reason is the key that unlocks everything else. 

God is moving. And when the Sovereign of the universe moves—not in response to our prayers 
alone, but according to His own jealous, covenantal purpose—the only appropriate response 
from creatures is reverent, attentive, expectant silence. 

 

Isaiah 6 provides the content of what that silence looks like when it is inhabited fully: 

 

Isaiah 6:1–8 

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne… 
Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory… Woe to me! I am 
ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips… Here am I. Send me!” 

 

What the Text Reveals 

1. Stillness Is Not Passivity—It Is Focused Attention 

The Hebrew dom (translated “be still”) does not mean cease to exist or retreat into blankness. It 
means to arrest movement, to stop striving, to give full and undivided attention. The word 
carries the connotation of hushing—the way a room falls silent when someone of commanding 
authority enters. 

Psalm 46:10—“Be still, and know that I am God”—places the same Hebrew concept beside the 
most fundamental theological claim possible. Stillness is the posture from which knowing God 
becomes possible. A soul in constant motion, noise, and self-assertion cannot know. It can 
accumulate information. It cannot know. 

The song “Still” understands this. “Find rest, my soul, in Christ alone / Know His power in 
quietness and trust.” Quietness and trust are not competing virtues—they are the same virtue 
from two angles. To be quiet before God is to declare that His power is sufficient. To trust Him is 
to fall silent about our own ability to manage the storm. 

 

2. ‘All Mankind’ Means No Exemptions 

Zechariah’s summons is strikingly universal. Not just Israel. Not just the religious. “All mankind” 
stands before the God who has roused Himself. Habakkuk 2:20 echoes this with a compressed 
force: “The LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him.” 

The universality matters because it confronts the temptation to treat one’s own spiritual noise as 
acceptable. We assume that the busy, the educated, the theologically sophisticated, or the 
actively serving have earned the right to remain in motion. Zechariah’s command suspends all 
such negotiations. Every human soul—regardless of status, tradition, or spiritual progress—
owes God attentive silence. 

  



 

3. The Reason Changes Everything: He Has Roused Himself 

The phrase “roused himself from his holy dwelling” uses anthropomorphic language to say 
something theologically profound. God is not a static force awaiting activation. He is a Person 
with purposes, and He has decided to move. The image is of a lion rising from rest. Of a warrior 
girding himself for battle. Isaiah 42:13 gives the parallel: “The LORD will march out like a 
champion, like a warrior he will stir up his zeal; with a shout he will raise the battle cry.” 

When God rouses Himself, the appropriate human response is not commentary. It is not 
strategy. It is not the immediately formed plan. It is the arrested breath of a soul that recognizes 
it is in the presence of One before whom all its noise is irrelevant. 

Isaiah in the throne room does not open with a prepared speech. He opens with undone silence: 
“Woe to me! I am ruined!” Only after that shattering stillness—and the searing cleansing that 
follows—does the voice of God break in. And only then does Isaiah find his voice: “Here am I. 
Send me.” 

 

The Biblical Architecture 

The pattern across Scripture is consistent, and it moves in three irreversible stages. First, 
encounter with God’s holiness. Then, the collapse of self-sufficiency in the presence of that 
holiness. Then, the restoration and commissioning that follows. 

 

The Three-Stage Architecture 

Stage 1 — Encounter: The soul confronts the holiness, majesty, and sovereignty of God. 

Stage 2 — Collapse: Self-sufficiency is shattered. The soul recognizes its own poverty, 
uncleanness, and inadequacy. 

Stage 3 — Commission: God cleanses, restores, and sends. The stillness becomes the 
launching pad. 

 

This architecture runs from Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 3) to Elijah under the juniper 
tree (1 Kings 19) to John on the island of Patmos (Revelation 1). Each encounter produces the 
same sequence: the overwhelming presence of God, the human soul brought low, the word of 
commissioning that follows. 

What is striking is that the commission never comes before the collapse. God does not send the 
unbroken. He sends the ones who have been undone in His presence and then restored. 
Isaiah’s lips cannot speak the word of God until the coal from the altar has touched them. The 
service flows from the stillness. The mission flows from the encounter. 

 

  



Zechariah 2–3: The Context of the Silence 

Zechariah 2:13 appears within a vision where God declares He will dwell among His people 
again: “I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem” (Zechariah 8:3). The silence is called for in 
anticipation of God’s arrival, not as a memorial of His absence. This is not the silence of 
desolation. It is the silence of imminent arrival—the hush before the King enters the room. 

The New Testament reveals the ultimate fulfillment of this silence in the Word made flesh. 
Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us—His very presence in human history is the arrival Zechariah’s 
vision anticipates. Colossians 2:9: “In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.” 
Every Old Testament call to stillness before the coming God finds its resolution in Christ. The 
One before whom we fall silent is the One who has come near. 

 

The Song as Theological Witness 

What “Still” by Hillsong Worship does theologically is not accidental. The song places the 
posture of stillness in the precise context where it is most difficult: when the oceans rise and 
thunders roar. This is not stillness as the reward of resolved circumstances. It is stillness as the 
active choice of a soul that has decided God’s sovereignty over the storm is more real than the 
storm itself. 

“Father, you are King over the flood / I will be still and know you are God.” The grammar is 
declarative but volitional. “I will be still” is not a description of how the worshiper feels. It is a 
declaration of what the worshiper chooses. This is the faith Zechariah calls for—not the absence 
of tumult, but the presence of a soul that has encountered the God who is sovereign over the 
tumult and has chosen to stand in that sovereignty rather than in its own fear. 

 

  



 

Core Thesis 

Stillness before God is not the opposite of action—it is the foundation of action that is worth 
anything. The soul that has been undone by encounter with God’s holiness, cleansed by His 
mercy, and commissioned by His voice does not move in its own urgency. It moves in His. 
Zechariah’s call to all mankind, Isaiah’s undoing in the throne room, and the worshiper’s 
declaration “I will be still” are not three separate movements. They are the same movement—the 
creature recognizing the Creator, being broken and restored in that recognition, and receiving 
from that stillness the only voice worth speaking. 

 

The Question That Matters Most 

Where in my life am I filling with noise what God is calling me to hold in stillness? 

 

If I were to stop—the way Isaiah stopped, the way the throne room stopped him—what would I 
hear? What would I see about myself? What would I be sent to say? 

 

A Prayer from This Devotion 

Father, You have roused Yourself from Your holy dwelling. You are moving with the burning jealousy 
of a God who will not be indifferent to His people or the world He is reclaiming. And we have been 
busy—busy praying, busy planning, busy filling the silence You were trying to speak into.  Undone 
us. The way Isaiah was undone. Let us see You high and exalted, seated on the throne, the train of 
Your robe filling the temple. Let the seraphim’s cry reach us—Holy, holy, holy—until the doorposts of 
our assumptions shake and the smoke of Your glory fills every room we thought we had under 
control.  And in that undoing: send the coal. Touch our lips. Take away the guilt of our self-sufficiency 
and the sin of our noise. Then ask us the question we have been too busy to hear: Whom shall I 
send?  Let us find, in the wreckage of our own adequacy, the only answer worth giving:  Here am I. 
Send me.  In the name of the One who is King over every flood, Amen. 

 

  



Scripture Treasury 

Foundational texts for meditation and further study. 

 

Reference Scripture 

Zechariah 2:13 “Be still before the LORD, all mankind, for he has roused himself from his holy 
dwelling.” 

Isaiah 6:1–3 “I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne… Holy, holy, holy is the 
LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

Isaiah 6:5 “Woe to me! I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

Isaiah 6:8 “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go 
for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” 

Psalm 46:10 “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth.” 

Habakkuk 2:20 “The LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him.” 

Isaiah 57:15 “I live in a high and holy place, but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.” 

Isaiah 42:13 “The LORD will march out like a champion, like a warrior he will stir up his zeal; 
with a shout he will raise the battle cry.” 

Isaiah 66:2 “These are the ones I look on with favor: those who are humble and contrite in 
spirit, and who tremble at my word.” 

Hebrews 12:28–
29 

“Worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our ‘God is a consuming 
fire.’” 

Colossians 2:9 “In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.” 

Proverbs 9:10 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.” 

 

 

 


