JESUS THROUGH THE "FRAME"
OF A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW

The Author and Perfecter of Every Dimension
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"Your worldview is the FRAME through which you see all of life."

If Daniel is the gold standard for a human being living an integrated biblical worldview in a
hostile culture, Jesus is the standard itself. He is not an example of someone who got the
FRAME right—He is the one from whom every dimension of the FRAME derives its meaning.
What Daniel approximated, Jesus embodied perfectly. What Nehemiah illustrated, Jesus fulfilled
completely. Every category of the FRAME finds its deepest content—and its most radical
expression—in the person, life, teaching, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.

To run Jesus through the FRAME is not merely an exercise in application. It is a return to the
source. He is, as John declares, the Word who was in the beginning, the Light that the darkness
cannot extinguish, the fullness of the Godhead in bodily form. He is the one in whom all things
hold together (Colossians 1:17). The FRAME holds together in Him.



{ F— FOUNDATIONAL (GOD, TRUTH, REALITY)

Jesus’ perfect embodiment of ultimate reality:

God — Who or What Is Ultimate?

Core Conviction

Jesus did not merely affirm God’s ultimacy—He embodied it. He is the eternal Son, the second
Person of the Trinity, who voluntarily took on human flesh without surrendering His divine
nature. His entire earthly life was oriented around the Father’s will, the Father’s glory, and the
Father’s mission—not His own comfort, reputation, or survival.

In a world of competing religious claims, Jesus made the most exclusive statement in human
history: “All things have been committed to me by my Father” (Matthew 11:27). He did not point
toward ultimate reality—He claimed to be its access point. His submission to the Father was not
weakness but the voluntary expression of perfect relational order within the Trinity: the Son
does what He sees the Father doing (John 5:19).

His dependence on God was total and continuous. He rose before dawn to pray (Mark 1:35). He
spent entire nights in prayer before critical decisions (Luke 6:12). At Gethsemane, His prayer
was anguished, specific, and ultimately surrendered: “Not my will, but yours be done” (Luke
22:42). This was not the prayer of a man struggling to believe God was ultimate—it was the
prayer of a Son who had never doubted it for a moment.

Key Scriptures

John 1:1-2 — In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.

Colossians 2:9 — In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.

John 5:19 — The Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his
Father doing.



Truth — How Do We Know What Is Real?

Core Conviction

Jesus did not merely teach truth—He declared Himself to be Truth: “I am the way and the truth
and the life” (John 14:6). This is the most radical epistemological claim ever made. Truth is not a
proposition to be discovered or a system to be constructed. Truth is a Person to be
encountered. All claims to knowledge, all frameworks for understanding reality, all moral
assertions must be evaluated in relation to Him.

His teaching method was consistently oriented toward exposure—of self-deception, religious
performance, and hidden motive. He regularly went beneath the surface of behavior to address
the heart: it is not enough not to murder; anger itself is the problem. It is not enough to avoid
adultery; lust is the deeper violation (Matthew 5:21-30). He treated the human capacity for self-
deception with full seriousness, consistently pointing people to the deepest truth about
themselves even when it was uncomfortable.

At the same time, He handled truth with precision and care. In every confrontation with
Pharisees, Sadducees, and scribes, He exposed not their commitment to truth but their
weaponization of it—using the letter of the law to evade its spirit. Truth, for Jesus, always
served life, relationship, and the glory of God—never mere intellectual correctness or social
control.

Key Moment: At His trial before Pilate, when asked “What is truth?” (John 18:38), Jesus
had already answered. He stood before Pilate as the incarnate answer—beaten, bound, and
still telling the truth when any deviation might have saved His life.

Key Scriptures

John 14:6 — | am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.

John 8:32 — Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.
John 17:17 — Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.



Reality — What Exists?

Core Conviction

Jesus operated with complete fluency in both dimensions of reality—physical and spiritual—

without collapsing one into the other. He touched lepers, wept at graves, ate fish by the sea,

and fed thousands on a hillside. The physical world was fully real to Him. He took it seriously,
met people in it, and healed its brokenness.

At the same time, He engaged the spiritual realm with sovereign authority. He cast out demons
with a word. He rebuked the wind and waves. He spoke of Satan as a real being—a liar and
murderer from the beginning (John 8:44)—and engaged him directly at the temptation in the
wilderness. He described angels as real, active agents who would accompany the Son of Man
at His return (Matthew 25:31). He spoke of hell with more frequency and specificity than any
figure in Scripture.

His transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-9) is the most compressed moment of dual-reality revelation
in the Gospels: the disciples saw His divine glory break through His physical form, and Moses
and Elijah—residents of the eternal dimension—appeared in conversation with Him. The
physical and spiritual realms were not separate compartments in Jesus’ experience; they were
dimensions of one integrated reality that He navigated with perfect clarity.

Key Scriptures
John 1:14 — The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.

Colossians 1:16 — All things have been created through him and for him—things in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible.

Luke 10:18 — | saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.



{ R — RELATIONAL (HUMANITY, IDENTITY,
COMMUNITY)

Jesus’ perfect understanding of identity and relationship:

Humanity — Who Are We?

Core Conviction

Jesus treated every human being as bearing inestimable worth—not because of social status,
religious credentials, or moral record, but because they bore the image of God. His ministry was
a sustained demonstration of radical human dignity: He touched lepers no one else would
touch. He spoke publicly with a Samaritan woman when both her ethnicity and her history
disqualified her from public conversation. He called a despised tax collector out of a tree and
went to his house for dinner. He allowed a sinful woman to weep at His feet in the home of a
Pharisee and defended her against the host’s contempt.

But He also held humanity accountable to its highest calling. He did not flatter people. He told
the rich young ruler the one thing he didn’t want to hear. He warned the crowds who followed
Him for bread that they were missing the point. He wept over Jerusalem not because its people
were hopeless but because they were choosing destruction when life was available. His grief
over human lostness was the grief of One who knew what they were made for and what they
were settling for.

The Incarnation itself is the ultimate statement on human dignity: the Son of God became
human. He did not become an angel, a force, or an idea. He became a human being—with a
body, a family, a hometown, a trade, hunger, fatigue, grief, and laughter. He honored human
nature by taking it on, and He redeemed it by offering it back to the Father perfectly.

Key Moment: John 11:35—"Jesus wept.” At the tomb of Lazarus, knowing He was about to
raise him, He still stopped and wept with those who were grieving. He did not manage
human pain from a distance; He entered it fully.

Key Scriptures

Matthew 9:36 — When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

Luke 19:10 — For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.
John 15:13 — Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.



Identity — Who Am | as Created and Called?

Core Conviction

Jesus’ identity was received from the Father, not constructed by circumstances, cultural
pressure, or popular expectation. From the moment of His baptism—"This is my Son, whom |
love; with him | am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17)—His identity was declared by the Father
before His public ministry had produced a single miracle or disciple. His worth was established
by relationship, not by performance.

This identity proved unshakeable under sustained assault. Satan’s three temptations in the
wilderness were all identity attacks: “If you are the Son of God...” (Matthew 4:3, 6). The attacks
did not work because Jesus’ identity was not contingent on proving Himself, rescuing Himself,
or earning the kingdoms of the world. He already knew who He was. He could refuse because
He was not searching.

He modeled for all who follow Him what it means to hold identity in God while living in a world
that constantly offers alternatives. The crowds wanted to make Him king by force (John 6:15)—
He withdrew. The religious establishment wanted to trap Him, shame Him, and silence Him—He
responded from security rather than fear. He moved through cultural pressure the way Daniel
moved through Babylon: engaging fully without being absorbed, faithful without being defensive.

Key Scriptures
Matthew 3:17 — This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased.

John 13:3 — Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he
had come from God and was returning to God.

Hebrews 12:2 — For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame.



Community — What Are My Primary Relationships?

Core Conviction

Jesus built a community with deliberate intentionality. He called twelve men to “be with him”
(Mark 3:14)—not primarily to complete tasks, but to be formed through sustained proximity. He
invested most deeply in three (Peter, James, John), poured consistently into the twelve,
engaged the larger circle of disciples, and extended His mission outward to the crowds—a
relational architecture that precisely mirrors the concentric-circle structure of covenant
community.

His investment in the Twelve was profoundly personal. He knew their families, their failures,
their fears, and their ambitions. He corrected Peter directly and called him back after his denial.
He patiently re-explained to Nicodemus what He had just said. He answered Thomas’s doubt
not with rebuke but with an invitation to touch His wounds. The community He built was not a
religious organization; it was a family shaped by shared mission and relentless love.

His vision for family extended beyond biology. “Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is
my brother and sister and mother” (Matthew 12:50). This was not a rejection of natural family—
He honored His mother even from the cross (John 19:26—-27)—but an expansion of the
covenant community to include all who are born again into the family of God. The church He
promised to build (Matthew 16:18) is the covenant community that carries His presence into
every generation.

Key Scriptures
Mark 3:14 — He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with
him.
John 17:20-21 — My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will believe
in me through their message, that all of them may be one.

Matthew 12:50 — Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and
sister and mother.



{ A — ASPIRATIONAL (PURPOSE, MORALITY,
ETHICS)

Jesus’ God-centered purpose and perfect moral compass:

Purpose — Why Do We Exist?

Core Conviction

Jesus’ stated purpose was singular and absolute: to do the will of the Father who sent Him
(John 6:38). Every other goal—healing the sick, teaching the crowds, confronting the religious
establishment, raising the dead—was in service of this one purpose. He did not pursue
significance, cultural influence, or even the direct alleviation of human suffering as ends in
themselves. He pursued the Father’s glory, and from that pursuit, all else followed.

He came, by His own declaration, to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10), to give His life as a
ransom for many (Matthew 20:28), and to bring life in abundance (John 10:10). These three
statements are not separate purposes—they are one integrated mission: the restoration of
relationship between fallen humanity and the Father, at infinite cost to Himself. His purpose was
not self-expressive but self-giving. It was not oriented toward what He could receive but toward
what He could restore.

This is the deepest definition of purpose the FRAME offers: life exists for God’s glory, not
human comfort or cultural achievement. Jesus’ life is the proof. He died at thirty-three, with no
political power, no published writings, no territory, and twelve frightened followers. By every
earthly metric, it looked like failure. By the Father’s metric, it was the hinge of all history.

Key Moment: John 17:4—"I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave
me to do.” This is the complete definition of a life well-lived: purpose received from Goad,
purpose pursued faithfully, purpose completed.

Key Scriptures

John 6:38 — For | have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of
him who sent me.

Matthew 20:28 — The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.

John 10:10 — / have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.



Morality — What Is the Basis of Right and Wrong?

Core Conviction

Jesus was not merely moral—He was the standard of morality made flesh. He did not cite the
Law as an authority above Himself; He cited it as something He came to fulfill and—in the
Sermon on the Mount—to deepen. “You have heard that it was said... but | tell you” (Matthew
5:21-48) is the repeated structure of a Teacher who understood Himself to have authority over
the moral order, not merely within it.

He traced every moral failure to its root in the heart, not its expression in behavior. Murder
begins with contempt. Adultery begins with lust. Hypocrisy begins with performing righteousness
for human observers rather than for God. He was not loosening the moral standard—He was
applying it at the level where it actually originates. External compliance that masks internal
corruption was, to Him, the most dangerous form of moral failure—because it could not be seen
by the one practicing it.

His moral authority was personal, not positional. The crowds “were amazed at his teaching,
because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law” (Matthew
7:28-29). This authority was not the authority of office or tradition. It was the authority of One
who spoke from perfect alignment between character and word—who never said one thing
while living another, who never tolerated in Himself what He warned others against, who never
used moral clarity as a weapon while excusing His own compromises.

Key Scriptures

Matthew 5:17 — Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; |
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.

Matthew 22:37-40 — Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.

Malachi 3:6 — / the LORD do not change—and Jesus is the same yesterday and today
and forever (Hebrews 13:8).



Ethics — How Should We Behave and Act?

Core Conviction

Jesus’ ethical life was a continuous enactment of His theology. He did not merely teach the
ethics of servanthood—He washed His disciples’ feet. He did not merely teach care for the
poor—He shared meals with those others refused to sit with. He did not merely teach
forgiveness—He extended it from the cross to the men who put Him there. The gap between
what He said and what He did was zero.

His ethical consistency under pressure was absolute. When Peter drew a sword to defend Him
in Gethsemane, He healed the ear of His captor (Luke 22:51). When the crowds abandoned
Him after His hard teaching, He did not soften the message to bring them back (John 6:66—67).
When Pilate offered Him the possibility of political release, He refused to manipulate the
situation for His own survival. His ethics were not situational—they held precisely because they
were rooted in the character of the Father, not in calculation about outcomes.

He also called His followers to a categorical ethics of transformation, not merely behavior
management: “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). This is
not legalism—it is the articulation of a standard so high that it drives every follower to
dependence on the Spirit rather than confidence in self. The ethical bar of Jesus is the very
thing that makes grace necessary—and grace is the very thing that makes the ethical bar
livable.

Key Moment: Luke 23:34—From the cross: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they are doing.” Ethics enacted at the moment of maximum personal cost. No
exception clauses. No conditions. Complete.

Key Scriptures
Matthew 5:48 — Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
John 13:15 — | have set you an example that you should do as | have done for you.

Micah 6:8 — Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly with your God—the standard Jesus
embodied completely.



¢ M — MANAGERIAL (SCIENCE/WISDOM, POLITICS,
ECONOMICS)

Jesus’ faithful, sovereign stewardship of the world He created:

Wisdom and Creation — How Do We Understand Nature?

Core Conviction

Jesus’ relationship to the created order was unique: He made it. “All things were made through
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made” (John 1:3). When He walked
through a field, He was walking through His own handiwork. When He calmed the sea, He was
exercising dominion over what He had formed. The creation did not resist Him—it obeyed its
Maker.

His teaching consistently drew from the natural world not because He was making metaphorical
points about nature, but because the natural world was designed to be legible—to point beyond
itself to the Creator. The lilies of the field, the birds of the air, the mustard seed, the fig tree, the
wheat and tares—these were not illustrations He invented. They were features of a created
order He designed to teach what He was now explaining in person. He interpreted creation
because He authored it.

He also demonstrated mastery of the physical world as an expression of His authority: turning
water to wine, feeding five thousand from five loaves, walking on water, commanding a fish to
carry a coin. These are not violations of natural law—they are the Creator’s sovereign use of
what He made. A rational Creator made an orderly universe. When that Creator acts within His
universe, the universe responds.

Key Scriptures

John 1:3 — Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has
been made.

Colossians 1:17 — He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
Psalm 19:1 — The heavens declare the glory of God—the glory He Himself authored.



Politics — How Should We Govern?

Core Conviction

Jesus’ relationship to political power was one of the most carefully navigated in history. He lived
under Roman occupation, operated within a Jewish religious-political establishment, was
surrounded by political operatives (Herodians, Zealots, Pharisees), and was ultimately executed
by the intersection of those political systems. He engaged all of them without being absorbed or
destroyed by any of them.

His most famous political statement—*Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what
is God’s” (Matthew 22:21)—was not an evasion. It was a theological clarification of the proper
relationship between temporal and ultimate authority. Political systems have legitimate but
bounded authority. They operate within God’s sovereignty, not above it. The Christian’s dual
citizenship—in an earthly kingdom and in the Kingdom of God—was established by Jesus’ own
navigation of these competing claims.

He refused every invitation to become a political messiah. When the crowds tried to make Him
king by force, He withdrew (John 6:15). When Pilate asked if He was the King of the Jews, He
answered truthfully without using it as political leverage: “My kingdom is not of this world” (John
18:36). He was not apolitical—He made political enemies who executed Him. But He
subordinated political engagement entirely to Kingdom priorities, never the reverse.

Key Moment: John 18:36—“My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would
fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another
place.” The ultimate statement on the relationship between Christ’'s Kingdom and earthly
political power.

Key Scriptures
Matthew 22:21 — Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God'’s.

Romans 13:1 — There is no authority except that which God has established—authority
Jesus Himself established.

Acts 5:29 — We must obey God rather than human beings—the principle Jesus
modeled before Pilate.



Economics — How Should We Distribute Resources?

Core Conviction

Jesus owned almost nothing and stewarded everything. He had no permanent home (“The Son
of Man has no place to lay his head” — Luke 9:58), yet He funded His ministry, fed thousands,
paid His taxes, and cared for the poor from a small common purse managed by His disciples.
His economic posture was one of radical trust in the Father’s provision—not a spiritualized
excuse for irresponsibility, but a lived demonstration that God’s economy operates differently
from the world’s.

He taught more about money than about any other single topic except the Kingdom of God—
and the two are deeply related. The parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), the Rich Young
Ruler (Matthew 19:16-22), the Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15), the widow’s mite (Mark
12:41-44)—all turn on the question of what we do with what God entrusts to us, and who we
believe owns it. The fundamental economic category for Jesus was stewardship, not ownership.

He also demonstrated the economics of the Kingdom in multiplication: five loaves become food
for five thousand, with twelve baskets left over. This is not a violation of economic reality—it is a
revelation of Kingdom economy, in which faithful stewardship under God’s blessing produces
abundance rather than scarcity. The widow who gave her last coin (Mark 12:44) was
commended not because poverty is noble but because her trust in God’s provision was
complete.

Key Scriptures

Matthew 6:33 — Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will
be given to you as well.

Matthew 25:23 — Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a
few things; | will put you in charge of many things.

Luke 12:15 — Life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.



{ E — ETERNAL (AFTERLIFE, ULTIMATE DESTINY)

Jesus’ eternal perspective—and the eternal reality He secured:

Afterlife and Ultimate Destiny

Core Conviction

No figure in history spoke more specifically about eternal destiny than Jesus. He described
heaven as a prepared place (John 14:2-3), described hell in terms of outer darkness, weeping,
and the undying worm (Mark 9:43-48), and made His own bodily resurrection the definitive sign
that His claims about eternal life were true. He spoke of a final judgment in which all nations
would be gathered before Him (Matthew 25:31-32). He spoke of the resurrection of the
righteous and the unrighteous (John 5:28-29). He told the thief on the cross, “Today you will be
with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).

He also lived from an eternal perspective. His willingness to endure the cross was rooted in a
vision that extended beyond the cross: “For the joy set before him he endured the cross,
scorning its shame” (Hebrews 12:2). He could accept temporal suffering—abandonment,
betrayal, torture, death—because He saw clearly that temporal loss in the service of eternal
gain is not loss at all. This is the identical calculus Daniel demonstrated over seventy years in
Babylon: risk temporal loss for eternal gain. Jesus demonstrated it in thirty-three years in
Palestine, and secured the eternal gain not only for Himself but for all who trust Him.

His resurrection is the FRAME'’s Eternal dimension made bodily real. He did not merely survive
death or achieve spiritual immortality—He rose physically, ate fish, showed His wounds, and
ascended bodily into the presence of the Father. The resurrection guarantees that the future
promised to believers is not an abstraction but a concrete, embodied reality. “Because | live, you
also will live” (John 14:19).

Key Moment: John 11:25-26—"] am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in
me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.”
Spoken to Martha before He raised Lazarus— a statement of eternal reality before a
demonstration of it.

Key Scriptures

John 14:2-3 — My Father’s house has many rooms; | am going there to prepare a
place for you.

John 5:28-29 — A time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice
and come out.

Revelation 1:17-18 — | am the First and the Last. | am the Living One; | was dead, and
now look, | am alive for ever and ever!



SYNTHESIS: JESUS’ INTEGRATED WORLDVIEW

Jesus does not merely demonstrate how all five FRAME elements work together—He is the one
from whom every element derives its meaning. The FRAME is not a framework into which Jesus
fits; it is a framework that describes reality as He created, defines, and redeems it.

His integrated worldview held perfectly under conditions that would shatter any human
equivalent: three years of intensifying opposition, the betrayal of His inner circle, the desertion of
His followers, abandonment by the Father at the cross, and death itself. Not one dimension of
the FRAME compromised. Not one conviction bent under pressure. Every element held—not
because Jesus was heroically disciplined, but because His character was the source of every
conviction He held.

Daniel demonstrated faithful integrity over 70 years in exile. Nehemiah demonstrated
courageous leadership over a twelve-year governorship in a hostile territory. Jesus
demonstrated perfect integration of all five FRAME dimensions over the eternal arc of His
existence as the Son of God—incarnate, crucified, risen, and reigning.

His FOUNDATIONAL commitment to the Father’s will shaped...

2. His RELATIONAL identity as the beloved Son, which informed...

3. His ASPIRATIONAL purpose of glorifying the Father and rescuing humanity, which
guided...

4. His MANAGERIAL engagement of the created order, human systems, and physical
need, all sustained by...

5. An ETERNAL perspective that made the cross endurable and the resurrection the hinge
of all history.

Every other figure in this FRAME series—Daniel, Nehemiah, Paul, John—is measured against
Jesus and finds their integrity, their courage, their faithfulness, and their fruitfulness explained
by their proximity to Him. He is not one example among many. He is the standard from which
every example derives its meaning, and the source from which every follower draws their life.

“Your worldview is the FRAME through which you see all of life."
And Jesus is the one through whom the FRAME sees all of itself.



