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A DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

Made for More

A — ASPIRATIONAL: Purpose, Morality, and Ethics

Matthew 22:37—-38 « John 15:8 « Micah 6:8

ANCHOR VERSE

"This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples. — John 15:8"

"Why am I here and how should I live?"
A — ASPIRATIONAL | Purpose » Morality ¢ Ethics

The Awakening

Something in every human being reaches beyond the present moment. Beyond survival.
Beyond comfort. Beyond even happiness — that pleasant but inadequate destination that
everyone pursues and no one can hold. People climb mountains not because it is comfortable
but because the summit means something. They sacrifice career, sleep, and personal ease for
children they love more than themselves. They build things they will never see completed and
plant trees under whose shade they will never sit. Something in us is oriented toward more.

The Aspirational dimension of FRAME answers the questions that this reaching raises: Why
do we exist? What is the basis of right and wrong? How should we then live? These are not
abstract philosophical puzzles — they are the questions underneath every moral decision,
every life direction, and every moment of either purpose or purposelessness. Every worldview
must answer them. The answers given here will determine whether the aspiration in the
human heart is pointed toward God or toward a substitute that will ultimately disappoint.

Daniel's Aspirational dimension was so clear, so settled, and so consistently expressed that
his pagan enemies could find no ground for complaint or any fault — 'because he was faithful'
(Dan 6:4). A life so morally coherent that its opponents must manufacture a religious charge
to attack it: that is the Aspirational dimension fully operational. It is not an accident. It is the
fruit of a purpose held with integrity over a lifetime.
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The Foundational Text: Matthew 22:36—40 and
John 15:8

"Jesus replied: 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.

All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." —
Matthew 22:37—40

The Greatest Commandment is not merely a summary of the Law. It is a description of the
Aspirational dimension in its fullness: total orientation toward God (purpose), neighbor-love
rooted in God's love (ethics), and the entire moral framework of Scripture hanging on those
two poles (morality). Purpose, morality, and ethics — all three Aspirational sub-categories —
are addressed in a single, integrated answer from Jesus.

"This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves
to be my disciples.”" — John 15:8

Purpose is fruitfulness for God's glory. Not achievement. Not legacy. Not even impact —
though fruitfulness often produces all three. The defining aspiration of the Christian life is
that the Father be glorified through the fruit that His disciples bear. This reorients ambition
from self-direction to God-direction without extinguishing it. It makes excellence not a vanity
but a worship act.

What the Text Reveals

Purpose — Why We Exist

The purpose of human life, according to the biblical worldview, is to glorify God and know
Him through Jesus Christ. The Westminster Shorter Catechism's first answer — "The chief
end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever' — is not a theological formula but a
description of what human beings are designed for, in the same way that a compass is
designed to point north. A compass does not flourish by pointing south or by being free to
point in any direction it chooses. It flourishes by doing what it was made to do.

This runs directly against the most persistent rival purpose offered by contemporary culture:
self-actualization. The goal of becoming the best version of yourself, of living your truth, of
achieving your potential — these are not wrong aspirations as far as they go. The problem is
where they stop. They make the self the reference point and the horizon, which means
purpose collapses to the size of one human life. A purpose that big — God's glory, eternally —
is the only one large enough to orient a human soul without eventually suffocating it.

The NEW LIFE framework captures this precisely: 'You are not simply a recipient of new life.
You are now a witness to it.' Purpose in the FRAME is not merely personal fulfillment; it is
missional fruitfulness. 'T am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit' (John 15:5). The fruit is not optional. It is the evidence of genuine
connection to the vine. Purpose is verified by fruitfulness, not by internal satisfaction.
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This also reshapes how we navigate difficult circumstances. Daniel's purpose did not require
favorable circumstances — it required faithfulness. His purpose was equally expressible in
the royal court, in the administrators' chambers, in the lions' den, and in a season of prophetic
visions no one around him could interpret. The purpose remained constant because it was
not dependent on outcomes. 'Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for
the Lord, not for human masters' (Col 3:23). The boardroom and the exile's quarters are
equally valid arenas for a God-oriented purpose.

Morality — The Basis of Right and Wrong

Morality, in the biblical framework, is not a social agreement, a cultural negotiation, or an
evolving consensus. It is a reflection of God's unchanging character. 'I the Lord do not change'
(Mal 3:6). Because God does not change, what He calls right remains right and what He calls
wrong remains wrong — regardless of what any culture, parliament, supreme court, or
popular consensus decides.

This is the claim that contemporary culture finds most offensive about biblical morality: not
that it is demanding, but that it is external. The culture's operating assumption is that
individuals and communities have the authority to define their own moral frameworks.
Biblical morality insists that the authority belongs to the Creator, not the creature — and that
His definition of right and wrong is not up for renegotiation.

Repentance — the Aspirational dimension's most demanding personal application —
presupposes this absolute moral standard. Genuine repentance is not feeling bad about
behavior that is causing problems. It is agreeing with God's moral verdict on the behavior —
acknowledging not just that it has consequences but that it is wrong, measured against a
standard that exists independent of your feelings about it. The distinction between godly
sorrow and worldly sorrow (2 Cor 7:10) is exactly this: worldly sorrow measures against
personal consequences; godly sorrow measures against God's character. One leads to
changed behavior to avoid pain. The other leads to genuine transformation of the will.

This also means that spiritual blind spots — areas where we tolerate what God does not, often
without knowing it — are objectively real, not merely subjective discomforts. You cannot
examine blind spots without a light source. You cannot identify moral distortions without a
moral standard. The Revival 2026 curriculum's Week 2 call to examine blind spots is only
meaningful because the Aspirational dimension insists on absolute morality. A relative
morality has no blind spots — only preferences.
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Ethics — Faith Made Visible

Ethics, as the FRAME uses the term, is the lived expression of moral truth — the translation
of conviction into conduct. Biblical faith is never merely intellectual. 'Faith by itself, if it is not
accompanied by action, is dead' (James 2:17). Repentance, confession, and baptism are not
separate works added to faith as additional requirements; they are faith enacted. They are the
same whole-person response to God expressed in multiple, coherent ways.

This means ethical consistency is not optional for the believer. It is definitional. A person who
claims the Foundational conviction that God is real and ultimate, the Relational conviction
that every person bears God's image, and the Aspirational conviction that they exist to glorify
God — and then acts with self-serving dishonesty, contempt for other people, or moral
compromise in their professional or personal life — is not merely hypocritical. They are
demonstrating that their convictions are not as foundational as they claim.

Daniel is the measuring stick here. His enemies — who were motivated to find fault — could
not. They examined his record, his financial dealings, his treatment of subordinates, his
honesty with superiors, and found nothing. Not because Daniel was performing ethical
behavior for an audience, but because his ethics flowed from his purpose: a life oriented
toward God's glory simply does not have the room for the compromises that a self-oriented
life normalizes.

Ethical living is also the most visible form of worldview witness. People who do not read
apologetics can observe a life. A person whose integrity is so consistent that it becomes
remarkable — whose word can be trusted, whose money is managed with transparency,
whose relationships are marked by genuine love rather than strategic usefulness — is a
walking argument for the worldview that produces that life. This is why the FRAME's
Aspirational dimension is not merely personal spirituality; it is public testimony.
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The Biblical Architecture

The Lord's Prayer as Aspirational Framework

Jesus taught His disciples not just what to pray for but how to pray — and the structure He
gave is a precise map of the Aspirational dimension. The prayer in Matthew 6 moves through
a pattern that reveals the correct orientation of purpose, morality, and ethics:

« Relationship and Worship: 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name' —
purpose begins with the acknowledgment of who God is and the worship that
recognition demands. The self is not the starting point.

« Kingdom Alignment: 'Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven' — the aspiration is God's agenda, not our own. Purpose is Kingdom-oriented
before it is self-directed.

« Physical Provision: 'Give us today our daily bread' — within the framework of
God's will, legitimate personal needs are brought to God. Aspiration for personal
provision is not wrong; it simply comes after Kingdom orientation.

« Relational Restoration: 'Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors' — the ethical life includes the willingness to receive and extend forgiveness.
Moral coherence requires relational honesty.

« Spiritual Protection: 'Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil
one' — the aspiration for a life of integrity includes humility about our own
vulnerability.

« Ultimate Declaration: 'For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever' — the prayer ends where it began: with God. The Aspirational dimension is
not a circle with the self at the center; it is a circle with God at the center and the self
in faithful orbit.

Daniel's Aspirational Integrity

Daniel 6:10 is one of the most quietly powerful verses in Scripture: "'When Daniel learned that
the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened
toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to
his God, just as he had done before.'

That last phrase — 'just as he had done before' — is the key. The death decree changed nothing
in Daniel's ethical practice because his ethics were not contingent on circumstances. His
purpose was God's glory. His morality was God's standard. His ethics were the daily,
practiced expression of both — and they had been for decades before the test arrived. The test
did not reveal a sudden burst of courage; it revealed a lifetime of consistency.

This is the aspiration the FRAME holds before us: not a spectacular moment of faithfulness
under pressure, but a lifetime of practiced integrity that produces, in the moment of pressure,
a person for whom faithfulness has become second nature.
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Connections to the Revival Journey

+ Week 1 — Urgency: Aspiration toward God's Kingdom — not personal comfort —
is the engine of genuine revival urgency. The question of Week 1 is whether we are
living for revival, for God's purposes, or for our own ease. That is the Aspirational
question in its most direct form.

+ Week 2 — Repentance: Repentance is the Aspirational dimension's moral
mechanism — the process by which the gap between what we claim to aspire to and
how we actually live is honestly acknowledged and addressed. No revival without
repentance; no repentance without absolute morality; no absolute morality without
the Aspirational conviction that God's character is the standard.

+  Week 3 — Prayer: The shift from earthly prayer (focused on personal
circumstances) to Kingdom prayer (focused on God's agenda) is an Aspirational
shift. The Lord's Prayer is the structural model. Aligning aspiration with God's will
rather than our own preferences is the core work of this week.

« Week 4 — Evangelism: Brokenhearted boldness in witness is the Aspirational
dimension's evangelistic expression. The purpose of bearing fruit for God's glory
includes bearing witness to the gospel — not as an obligation to perform but as the
natural overflow of a life oriented toward God.

+  Weeks 5—6 — Sustained Faithfulness: The Aspirational dimension's long game
is not spectacular moments but daily, deliberate choices — the just as he had done
before' rhythm of Daniel's prayer life, sustained across decades of pressure and
promotion alike.
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The Question That Matters Most

FOR REFLECTION

Is your life oriented toward God's glory as its purpose, or toward self-fulfillment with
God's blessing added?

The distinction matters enormously — and it is often subtle. A life oriented toward self-
fulfillment with God's blessing added will use faith as a resource for personal success. A life
oriented toward God's glory will use personal success as a resource for His Kingdom. The
external activities may look similar; the internal orientation is entirely different.

« Purpose: If someone watched your schedule, your finances, and your decision-
making for the past month without any other information, what purpose would they
conclude you were living for?

« Morality: Is there an area of your life — a habit, a relationship, a financial practice,
a pattern of thought — where you have been tolerating what God does not? Is there a
blind spot you have sensed but not addressed?

« Ethics: Is your public and private conduct consistent — or does the life you present
in church or community differ from the life you live when no one is watching?
Daniel's ethics were observable by hostile observers with motivation to find fault.
Are yours?

« Prayer: Does your prayer life reflect the Lord's Prayer pattern — beginning with
God, moving toward His Kingdom, and holding personal needs within that larger
framework — or does it begin and end with personal circumstances?
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A Prayer from the Awakening

Father,

You made us for more than ourselves. You created us not for self-actualization but for Your
glory — and You have so designed us that our deepest flourishing and Your greatest glory are
the same destination. We were made to bear fruit, to reflect Your character, to live in a way
that makes You visible to a world that does not know You.

Forgive us for aspiring small. Forgive us for the ways we have used faith as a resource for our
own comfort rather than as a foundation for Your purposes. Forgive us for the moral blind
spots we have rationalized, the ethical compromises we have made, and the distance between
what we say we believe and how we actually live.

Reset our aspiration. Make Your glory the horizon we are moving toward — in the boardroom
and the kitchen, in the public moment and the private one, under pressure and in ease. Let
our ethics be so consistent that they become remarkable. Let our repentance be so genuine
that our transformation is visible. Let our purpose be so God-centered that, like Daniel, our
enemies can find no ground for complaint — because we are faithful.

You are worthy of that kind of life. Give us the grace to live it.

In the name of Jesus, who is Lord over all,
Amen.
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Scripture Treasury

Foundational texts for meditation and further study

Purpose — Why We Exist

Matthew 22:37—38 — Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.

Colossians 1:16 — All things have been created through him and for him.

John 15:8 — This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be
my disciples.

Colossians 3:23 — Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord,
not for human masters.

Morality — The Standard That Does Not Change
Malachi 3:6 — I the Lord do not change.

Isaiah 5:20 — Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and
light for darkness.

2 Corinthians 7:10 — Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no
regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.

Romans 2:14—15 — The requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences
also bearing witness.

Ethics — Faith Made Visible
Micah 6:8 — Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly with your God.
James 2:17 — Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
James 1:22 — Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.
Daniel 6:4 — His enemies could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was
faithful.

The Lord's Prayer Pattern

Matthew 6:9—13 — Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven...

Matthew 6:33 — But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well.
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