
 

A DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT 

 

The Prayers of a Righteous Person 

Part Two: The Life That Gives Prayer Its Power 

 

 

Matthew 22:37–38 • 1 Samuel 17:45–47 • Romans 10:9–11 

 

A devotional reflection on the awakening at the intersection of 
Heart Posture • Daily Discipline • The Balance of Dependence and Urgency 

 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.” 

— Matthew 22:37 
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From Standing to Living 
In Part One, we established the theological foundation: the righteous person’s prayer is powerful 
not because the person is perfect but because the righteousness is Christ’s—received by faith, 
maintained through confession, and illustrated by Elijah, a man “of like nature” with us. 

Now we turn from standing to living. Imputed righteousness gives us access. But lived 
righteousness—the daily expression of a heart genuinely oriented toward God—is the condition 
in which that access operates with full power. Part Two examines what that life looks like. 

 

The Heart of the Righteous Person 

Supreme Love for God 

The righteous person’s defining orientation is not moral effort but love. Jesus identified it as the 

first and greatest commandment—not the first and greatest suggestion: 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.” — Matthew 22:37–38 

The word “all” appears three times. This is not moderation. This is totality. The righteous person 
does not love God first among many priorities. He loves God above all else—with a love so 
comprehensive that every other affection, ambition, and allegiance is subordinated to it. At its 
simplest: revival is receiving your love for God above all else. 

This love is not sentimental. It is the engine that drives everything else—the daily disciplines, the 
urgent kingdom action, the willingness to sacrifice comfort. Without it, every behavior listed 

below collapses into legalism. With it, every behavior becomes the natural expression of a heart 
captivated by its Creator. 

Complete Dependence 

The righteous person trusts entirely in God’s power while working with urgent action. This is the 
paradox Scripture never resolves into a simple formula. David declared, “I come against you in 

the name of the LORD Almighty”—and then ran quickly toward the battle line (1 Samuel 17:45, 
48). Dependence was total. Action was immediate. Both were simultaneous. 

In the prayer life, this looks like praying as though everything depends on God while working as 
though everything depends on you. The righteous person does not choose between dependence 
and urgency. He inhabits both, holding them in the same tension that David demonstrated and 
that the revival curriculum captures: 
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“Work for Revival like it all depends on you; Pray for Revival like it all depends on 
God.” 

Genuine Humility 

The righteous person regularly examines his heart for blind spots. This is not neurotic self-
doubt. It is the sober recognition that indwelling sin is deceptive—what the curriculum calls “no-
see-um sins,” the subtle infractions that are too small to notice but too real to ignore. Pride, 
envy, a critical spirit, the quiet arrogance of assuming your own righteousness rather than 
Christ’s—these are the sins that corrode prayer from the inside. 

Humility in the righteous person is not low self-esteem. It is accurate self-assessment in the 
light of God’s holiness and grace. The person who prays with power is the one who knows, 

without pretense, that the power is not his own. 

A Grateful Spirit 

Gratitude is the atmosphere of righteous prayer. Paul commands it explicitly: “Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God” (Philippians 4:6). The thanksgiving is not optional—it is 

embedded in the structure of the prayer itself. 

The righteous person’s gratitude is not circumstantial. It is not gratitude for good outcomes. It is 
gratitude for God’s character—His provision both before and after salvation, His faithfulness in 
seasons of abundance and seasons of loss. This kind of gratitude is what sustains prayer when 
the answers are delayed and the circumstances are painful. 
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The Daily Life of the Righteous Person 

The Disciplines That Sustain Righteousness 

Lived righteousness is not maintained by intention. It is maintained by rhythm—the daily, 
repeated, habitual practices that keep the heart oriented toward God when feelings and 
circumstances would pull it away. 

 
Time with God — A minimum of fifteen minutes daily, tuning out all distractions. Not as 
duty but as delight. The righteous person treasures Scripture; daily Bible reading is an 
encounter with the living God, not an item on a checklist. The psalmist understood this: “Oh, 
how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long” (Psalm 119:97). 

 
Fervent, Focused Prayer — Not mere spiritual chatter but the sustained, intentional 
intercession that the Wrestling in Prayer devotional describes. The righteous person does 
not pray casually about things that deserve agony. He brings specific people, specific 
situations, and specific kingdom objectives before God with the persistence of Epaphras who 
was “always wrestling” (Colossians 4:12). 

 
Scripture with Attention — Consistent reading with retention—not merely passing eyes 
over text but allowing the Word to read you, expose you, and transform you. “For the word 
of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit” (Hebrews 4:12). 

The Actions That Express Righteousness 

Lived righteousness is not passive. It has an urgency that manifests in observable behavior: 

 
Urgent Kingdom Action — The righteous person works for revival as if everything 

depends on personal action. He “runs quickly toward the battle line” like David facing 
Goliath. He leads others in his sphere of influence toward God, not toward comfort. He does 
not wait for perfect conditions to act. 

 
Unwavering Obedience — He obeys God’s commands regardless of feelings or 

circumstances. He does not wait to “see God working” before obeying—because the 
command does not come with the condition “only when you feel like it.” As Jesus asked: 
“Does this command only apply when you can see God doing His part, or does it always 
apply?” It always applies. 
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Concern for Others’ Salvation — The righteous person is actively burdened for the 
eternal destiny of those around him. He maintains a salvation prayer list. He asks God for 
eyes to see spiritual opportunities. He is willing to share the gospel even when culturally 

uncomfortable—because the alternative is that people he loves die without knowing Christ. 

What the Righteous Person Avoids 

The lived expression of righteousness is defined not only by what is present but by what is 
absent. The righteous person guards against the sins that corrode prayer from within: pride that 
assumes self-sufficiency, envy that poisons gratitude, a critical spirit that destroys intercession, 

hypocrisy that separates public worship from private reality, prayerlessness that reveals a 
functional atheism—living as though God is not actually listening. 

Perhaps most insidiously, the righteous person guards against routine Bible reading without 
delight—the mechanical completion of a spiritual checklist that satisfies the conscience without 
transforming the heart. The difference between religious duty and righteous living is the 
presence or absence of genuine desire for God. 

 

The Balance the Righteous Person Maintains 
Scripture never allows the righteous person to collapse into one side of a critical tension. The life 
that gives prayer its power holds two realities simultaneously: 

 
DEPENDENCE: Trust completely in God. “In the name of the LORD.” Pray like it all depends 

on God. 

 
URGENCY: Act with immediacy. “Ran quickly to battle.” Work like it all depends on you. 

 
Dependence without urgency becomes passivity. Urgency without dependence becomes self-
reliance. The righteous person inhabits both—and the tension is not a problem to solve but a 
rhythm to maintain. David did not choose between trusting God and charging Goliath. He did 

both at once. And his prayer was powerful precisely because both were genuine. 
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The Daily Choice 
Every day, the righteous person faces the same fork in the road. It is not a one-time decision. It 
is a daily, repeated, deliberate choosing: 

 
REPENTANCE → REVIVAL — Choosing God leads to life, victory, renewal. The 
righteous person turns from self-reliance, confesses what needs confessing, and reorients 
the heart toward God’s purposes. 

 
COMFORT → RUIN — Distraction from God leads to death, pain, loss. The drift is always 
toward comfort. The default is always self. The righteous person recognizes this and fights 
it—every single day. 

 
This is why the revival curriculum frames the entire 40-day journey as a daily choice, not a one-

time commitment. The righteous person does not achieve a spiritual plateau and coast. He 
wakes up every morning and chooses again—God over comfort, obedience over convenience, 
eternal purposes over earthly ease. 
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The Core Thesis 
Here is the full truth this two-part awakening reveals: 

A righteous person is not a perfect person. It is a born-again 

person—clothed in Christ’s righteousness by faith, maintaining 

the channel through honest confession, and expressing that 

received righteousness through a life of supreme love for God, 

complete dependence, genuine humility, and urgent kingdom 

action. This is the life that gives prayer its power. Not because the 

person has earned it, but because the righteousness is real and 

the God who honors it is faithful. 

 
The bottom line is both simple and searching: a righteous person is someone who has been born 
again, loves God above all else, depends completely on His grace while working urgently for His 
Kingdom, and daily chooses repentance leading to revival over comfort leading to ruin. 

And the prayer of that person—imperfect, struggling, limping like Elijah under the broom tree—
is powerful and effective. Because the power was never in the person. It was always in the 
righteousness. And the righteousness was always a gift. 
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Connections to the Revival Journey 

Week 1 — Urgency and Dependence 

The righteous person is the curriculum’s Week 1 brought to life. The balance of dependence and 
urgency is not merely a teaching point—it is the defining rhythm of the person whose prayer has 
power. Revival begins when individuals stop choosing between trusting God and acting for His 
kingdom, and start doing both with everything they have. 

Week 2 — Repentance 

Confession is not a one-time event for the righteous person. It is the daily maintenance of the 
channel through which Christ’s righteousness operates with full power. The curriculum’s 
emphasis on relationship-based repentance—turning toward intimacy with God rather than 
performing duty before Him—is exactly what sustains the lived righteousness that fuels 
powerful prayer. 

Week 3 — Supernatural Prayer 

James 5:16 is the theological foundation for everything Week 3 teaches. The prayer of a 
righteous person is powerful and effective—not because of technique, but because of the Spirit’s 
work through a life aligned with God’s purposes. The supernatural dimension of prayer is not a 
special add-on. It is the natural result of Christ’s righteousness operating through a confessing, 

dependent, God-oriented life. 

Week 4 — Evangelism with Brokenhearted Boldness 

The righteous person’s active concern for others’ salvation is not a program. It is the overflow of 
a heart that has been so transformed by Christ’s righteousness that it cannot remain indifferent 
to the eternal destiny of others. Brokenhearted boldness is what happens when received 

righteousness meets genuine compassion—when the person who knows the power of prayer 
turns that power toward the lost. 

Week 5 — Generational Transmission 

The righteous person does not merely model righteousness for the next generation. He 
transmits it—through daily example, through family prayer, through the visible demonstration 

that loving God above all else is not a doctrine to be taught but a life to be lived. The next 
generation does not need a lecture on righteousness. They need to see it walking around in the 
daily life of someone they know. 
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Week 6 — Sustained Movement 

The daily choice—repentance leading to revival versus comfort leading to ruin—is what sustains 
a movement across decades. Revival does not end because God withdraws. It ends because 

people stop choosing. The righteous person’s commitment to daily disciplines, daily confession, 
and daily kingdom action is the human side of sustained revival. God supplies the power. The 
righteous person shows up every morning ready to receive it. 

 



The Prayers of a Righteous Person — Part Two A Devotional Thought 

Page 10 

The Question That Matters Most 
James does not describe the righteous person as someone who has arrived. He describes 
someone who is living—actively, daily, honestly—in the righteousness Christ has given. The 
question is not: 

 
Am I good enough for my prayers to matter? 

 
The question is: 

Am I living in what I have already received? 

 
Christ’s righteousness is already yours by faith. The channel of confession is already open. The 
throne of grace is already accessible with confidence. The power is already available. 

The only question is whether you will live like it—today, tomorrow, and for the next forty days 
and beyond. And if you will, then the ancient promise lands on you with the full weight of 

Scripture behind it: 

“The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.” — James 5:16 
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A Prayer from the Awakening 
 

Father, 

We have received a righteousness we could never have earned. Now teach us to live in 

it. 

Give us supreme love for You—not as first among many, but as above all else. Give us 

complete dependence that trusts Your power while running toward the battle. Give us 

genuine humility that examines the heart without falling into despair. Give us gratitude 

that does not depend on outcomes but rests in Your character. 

Guard us from the sins that corrode prayer from within—pride, envy, hypocrisy, 

prayerlessness, and the deadly comfort of routine without delight. Expose the blind 

spots. Surface the no-see-um sins. Clear the channel so that the righteousness You have 

given us operates with full power. 

And today—right now—we choose. Repentance over comfort. Revival over 

ruin. Your kingdom over our ease. 

Make us the righteous people whose prayers are powerful and effective. 

Not because we are extraordinary—but because You are. 

In the name of Christ, our righteousness and our power, 

Amen. 
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Scripture Treasury — Part Two 
Foundational texts on the lived expression of righteousness 

 

The Heart: Supreme Love for God 

Matthew 22:37–38 — “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.” 

Psalm 119:97 — “Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long.” 

Psalm 27:4 — “One thing I ask from the LORD, this only do I seek: that I may dwell 
in the house of the LORD all the days of my life.” 

The Balance: Dependence and Urgency 

1 Samuel 17:45, 48 — “David said to the Philistine, ‘You come against me with 
sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD 
Almighty’… David ran quickly toward the battle line.” 

Proverbs 3:5–6 — “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths 
straight.” 

Philippians 2:12–13 — “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is 
God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 

The Disciplines: Daily Faithfulness 

Psalm 5:3 — “In the morning, LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my 
requests before you and wait expectantly.” 

Hebrews 4:12 — “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword.” 

Colossians 4:12 — “Epaphras… is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may 
stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 — “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

The Choice: Repentance Over Comfort 

Deuteronomy 30:19 — “I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. 

Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.” 

Joshua 24:15 — “But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 
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Romans 12:1–2 — “Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 

The Promise: Prayer with Power 

James 5:16 — “The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.” 

1 John 5:14–15 — “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 

ask anything according to his will, he hears us.” 

Psalm 145:18 — “The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in 
truth.” 

Jeremiah 29:12–13 — “Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I 
will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 

heart.” 


