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“For all the promises of God find their Yes in him.”

— 2 Corinthians 1:20



Of All His Promises... A Devotional Thought

The Awakening

Scripture is not a collection of wishful thinking. It is a record of a God who binds Himself to His
word—who stakes His own character on the promises He makes to His people. From Genesis to
Revelation, the thread is consistent: God promises, and God delivers.

But here is the question that transforms everything: What is the promise behind all the
promises? What is the single reality that gives every other assurance its weight and warrant?

It is not a policy. It is not a principle. It is a Person.
Emmanuel. God with us. God within us.

Every promise God makes—sustaining, protecting, saving—is not an impersonal guarantee built
into the fabric of the universe. Each one is grounded in relationship—a personal, covenant bond
between the living God and His people through Christ. The promise I am celebrating today is
that God—Father, Spirit, and Son—the Sustainer, Protector, Savior—is WITH and WITHIN us.
He has always been. He will always be. Emmanuel.

The Foundational Text: 2 Corinthians 1:20

“For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that
we utter our Amen to God for his glory.” — 2 Corinthians 1:20 (ESV)

This single verse functions as the key that unlocks the entire treasury of God’s promises. Paul
does not say that some of God’s promises find their fulfillment in Christ, or that the spiritual
promises do while the earthly ones operate independently. He says all. Every promise—
sustaining, protecting, saving, restoring—is ratified and delivered in Christ. They are not
entitlements we claim by existing. They are realities we receive by being united to the Son.

This means that to understand any promise God makes, we must first understand the Promiser.
And to access any promise God offers, we must be in relationship with the Person through
whom every promise is fulfilled.
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What the Text Reveals: Three Layers of One
Faithfulness

He Sustains All Things

“He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” — Colossians 1:17

We tend to take existence for granted—the next breath, the next heartbeat, the ground beneath
our feet holding firm. But none of it is self-sustaining. Paul makes a staggering claim about
Christ: the universe does not run on autopilot. Every atom, every force, every moment of
coherence in the created order is actively upheld by the Son of God.

The promise of sustenance is not merely that God will provide your next meal. It is that reality
itself is held in place by His will. You exist right now because He sustains your existence right
now. The writer of Hebrews reinforces this: Christ is “sustaining all things by his powerful word”
(Hebrews 1:3). The same word that spoke galaxies into being is the word that holds your life
together this morning.

That means the chaos you feel is not evidence of God’s absence. It is evidence that apart from
Him, nothing holds. The very fact that anything coheres at all—that your heart beats, that the
sun rises, that love still exists in a fallen world—is proof that Emmanuel is actively present,
holding all things together even when we cannot see His hand.

He Protects His People
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” — Psalm 46:1

Life is not safe. Scripture never pretends otherwise. The psalms are full of enemies, threats,
storms, and valleys of death’s shadow. But running through all of it is a declaration that is less
about the absence of danger and more about the presence of God in the middle of it.

Note the precision: very present. Not distant. Not eventually available. Not contingent on the
severity of the crisis. Present — right now, right here, in the thick of it. The Hebrew behind “very
present” (nimtsa me’od) carries the sense of something abundantly, immediately found.

God’s promise of protection does not mean nothing bad will happen. It means nothing can
separate you from Him while it does. Paul drives this home with rhetorical force: “Neither death
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38—39).

The refuge is not a bunker that keeps you from the storm. It is a Person who walks through the
storm with you—and who has authority over every storm. This is Emmanuel as Protector: not
the absence of danger, but the assurance of presence within it.
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He Saves and Restores

“Behold, I am making all things new.” — Revelation 21:5

This is the crescendo of every promise God makes. Sustaining and protecting are the context—
the backdrop for a final, eternal purpose: God is in the business of making all things new.

Not some things. Not the spiritual things while the physical world burns away. All things. The
scope of this promise matches the scope of the fall. Everything that sin broke—bodies,
relationships, creation itself—falls within the reach of God’s restorative work. The gospel is not
merely a rescue plan for individual souls. It is the announcement that the King has come, is
coming, and will finish what He started.

And notice the tense: I am making. It is not purely future. The restoration is already
underway. Every conversion, every act of mercy, every broken thing God puts back together in
this life is a preview of the final renovation. Emmanuel is not waiting until the end to begin His
restorative work. He is doing it now—in you, through you, around you.

The Biblical Architecture: The Thread That Ties It
All Together

Relationship — Not Policy

Here is what is easy to miss: none of these promises float free. They are not cosmic policies or
impersonal guarantees built into the fabric of the universe. Every one of them is grounded in
relationship—a personal, covenant bond between God and His people through Christ.

Paul makes this explicit in our foundational text: “For all the promises of God find their Yes in
him” (2 Corinthians 1:20). Every promise—sustaining, protecting, saving—is ratified and
delivered in Christ. This is why Scripture never separates God’s promises from God’s person.

The promise of sustenance is not a vending machine; it is a Father providing for His children.
The promise of protection is not a force field; it is a Shepherd who knows His sheep by name
(John 10:3, 14). The promise of salvation is not a legal transaction completed at arm’s length; it
is a Bridegroom coming for His Bride (Revelation 19:7).
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The Trinitarian Shape of Emmanuel

The promise of presence is not abstract. It is Trinitarian—each Person of the Godhead fulfilling a
distinct dimension of “God with us”:

The Father initiates the promise. He is the covenant-maker who declares, “I will be their
God, and they will be my people” (Jeremiah 31:33). Before Israel repented, before the
nations sought Him, the Father’s jealous love set the plan in motion.

The Son embodies the promise. In Christ, “the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily”
(Colossians 2:9). He is not merely a messenger carrying God’s promises from heaven to
earth. He is the content of every promise. When you have Christ, you have all the promises
of God in person.

The Spirit internalizes the promise. Jesus told His disciples, “I will ask the Father, and he
will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever—the Spirit of truth... you
know him, for he lives with you and will be in you” (John 14:16—17). Emmanuel is not only
God with us but God within us. The Spirit is the indwelling presence that makes every
promise personally operative.

This is the full architecture of Emmanuel: the Father promises, the Son fulfills, the Spirit
applies. And the three together constitute the most staggering reality in the universe—God
Himself has made His dwelling among us.

The Old Testament Trajectory

The entire Old Testament is a mounting crescendo toward this reality. God’s presence dwelt in
the Garden, then departed. He appeared in theophanies—to Abraham, to Moses in the burning
bush, to Israel in the pillar of cloud and fire. He localized His presence in the tabernacle, then
the temple. But each of these was partial, provisional, and pointed forward.

When the glory of the Lord filled Solomon’s temple so powerfully that “the priests could not
perform their service” (1 Kings 8:11), it was a foretaste. When Ezekiel watched the glory depart
from the temple in devastating stages (Ezekiel 10:18-19; 11:22—23), it was a warning. And when
the prophets declared God’s return—*“I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem” (Zechariah
8:3)—it was a promise that found its ultimate fulfillment not in a rebuilt building but in a born
baby:

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth.” — John 1:14
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The Greek for “made his dwelling” is eskenosen—literally, “tabernacled.” God pitched His tent
among us. The temple, the tabernacle, the glory cloud—all of it was rehearsal for this: God in
human flesh, dwelling in our midst. Emmanuel.

The Promise That Contains All Others

Here is the core truth this awakening reveals:

God’s promises are not abstract benefits distributed from a
distance. They are expressions of a relationship to inhabit. The
question is never “Did I say the right words to activate the

promise?” It is “Do I know the One who made it?”

And this is the staggering grace at the center of the whole thing: the God who sustains all things,
who is a very present help in trouble, who is making all things new—that God has made Himself
knowable. He did not just make promises about us from a distance. He entered the story. He
took on flesh. He bore the cost of every broken thing so that the relationship these promises
depend on could be restored.

The promises are real. But they are real because the Promiser is real—and He has made a way
for you to know Him.

Emmanuel — God WITH us and WITHIN us.

He has always been. He will always be.
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Connections to the Revival Journey

Week 1 — Urgency and Dependence

The promise of sustenance reframes dependence. We do not depend on God because we are
weak and have no other option. We depend on Him because He is already sustaining every atom
of our existence. Dependence is not a crutch—it is a recognition of reality. And urgency flows
from this: if the God who holds all things together is also the God who has promised to revive
His people, then delay is not humility. It is unbelief.

“Work for Revival like it all depends on you; Pray for Revival like it all depends on
God.”

Week 2 — Repentance

Repentance is the gateway to experiencing Emmanuel’s presence. The promises of God are
accessed through relationship, and sin disrupts relationship. But notice: repentance is not a
transaction that earns the promise. It is a turning—from self-reliance to the Person who already
sustains, already protects, already saves. God’s jealous love precedes our turning. He initiates
restoration before we repent (Zechariah 8:2). We turn because He has already turned toward us.

Week 3 — Supernatural Prayer

Prayer is the relational language of Emmanuel. If the promises are grounded in relationship
rather than policy, then prayer is not a mechanism for activating cosmic guarantees. It is
conversation with the Promiser. “Entreat the LORD... seek the LORD Almighty” (Zechariah
8:21)—the verbs are personal, directional, relational. We do not pray to a system. We pray to a
Father who knows our name, a Savior who intercedes for us, a Spirit who translates our groans
into requests that align with God’s will (Romans 8:26—27).

Week 4 — Evangelism with Brokenhearted Boldness

The most compelling evangelistic testimony is not “God can do things for you” but “God is with
us.” Zechariah 8:23 confirms this: the nations grab hold of God’s people not because of
theological argument but because “we have heard that God is with you.” When our lives are
evidently sustained, protected, and being restored by a present God, the witness is irresistible.
Evangelism flows from Emmanuel made visible.

Week 5 — Generational Transmission

Promises grounded in relationship must be transmitted relationally. You cannot pass down a
policy; you can only pass down a living faith in a living Person. This is why the curriculum’s
emphasis on memory training over behavior modification is so critical. The next generation does
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not need a list of God’s promises. They need to see those promises alive in the lives of people
who know the Promiser—and they need to be introduced to Him personally.

Week 6 — Sustained Movement

The three promises—sustaining, protecting, saving—are not isolated categories. They are layers
of the same faithfulness, held together by the relationship God initiated and Christ secured. God
sustains what He created, protects what He loves, and saves what He has claimed as His own.
And He has staked His name on seeing it through to the end:

“The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.” — 1 Thessalonians 5:24

Sustained revival is not dependent on human effort to maintain momentum. It is dependent on
the faithfulness of the God who promised. The question is not “Can we keep this going?” It is “Is
Emmanuel still present?” And the answer, from Genesis to Revelation, is always yes.

The Question That Matters Most

If every promise of God finds its Yes in Christ, and if those promises are accessed through
relationship rather than formula, then the most important question is not “Which promise do I
claim today?” It is this:

Do I know the One who made the promise?

Not “Do I know about Him?” but “Do I know Him?” Not “Can I recite His promises?” but “Am I
living in the relationship that makes those promises operative?”

The diagnostic for revival is the same as the diagnostic for every individual soul: Is Emmanuel
present? Not as doctrine affirmed, but as reality experienced. Not as theological concept, but as
living Person—sustaining your existence, protecting your soul, making all things new in your
life, right now, today.

This changes everything about how we approach God’s promises. We do not approach them as
formulas to invoke but as expressions of a relationship to inhabit. And the relationship is
available—because the God who sustains all things, who is a very present help in trouble, who is
making all things new, has entered the story, taken on flesh, and made a way for you to know
Him.
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A Prayer from the Awakening

Father,

You are the Promiser behind every promise. Before we turned to You, You turned
toward us. Before we sought Your gifts, You gave us Yourself. Every breath we draw is
sustained by Christ. Every danger we face is met by Your presence. Every broken thing
in our lives is already within the reach of Your restorative power.

Forgive us for treating Your promises as policies to be claimed rather than as
expressions of a relationship to be cherished. Forgive us for seeking Your hand while
ignoring Your face. Forgive us for wanting what You give more than wanting who You

are.

Today we celebrate not merely that You sustain, protect, and save—but that You are
with us while You do it. That You are within us as You do it. That the promises are
personal because the Promiser is present.

Of all Your promises, this is the one that holds all the others: You Yourself
are ours, and we are Yours.

Emmanuel—God with us, God within us—we worship You.
In the name of Christ, in whom every promise finds its Yes,

Amen.

Page 9



Of All His Promises... A Devotional Thought

Scripture Treasury

Foundational texts for meditation and further study

The Promise Behind All Promises

2 Corinthians 1:20 — “For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why
it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.”

John 1:14 — “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth.”

Matthew 1:23 — “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call
him Immanuel—which means, ‘God with us.”

He Sustains
Colossians 1:17 — “He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”

Hebrews 1:3 — “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation
of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.”

Acts 17:28 — “For in him we live and move and have our being.”

He Protects
Psalm 46:1 — “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”

Romans 8:38—-39 — “Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.”

John 10:28—-29 — “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will
snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than
all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.”

He Saves and Restores

Revelation 21:5 — “Behold, I am making all things new.”

Romans 8:28 — “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”

Philippians 1:6 — “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
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The Faithfulness of the Promiser
1 Thessalonians 5:24 — “The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.”

Numbers 23:19 — “God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he
should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and then

not fulfill?”

Lamentations 3:22—23 — “Because of the LORD'’s great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness.”

Emmanuel — God With Us and Within Us

John 14:16—17 — “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to
help you and be with you forever—the Spirit of truth... you know him, for he lives
with you and will be in you.”

Jeremiah 31:33 — “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I
will be their God, and they will be my people.”

Revelation 21:3 — “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s
dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be
his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.”
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